KsAWWA Board of Trustees
Zoom Meeting
June 5, 2020
Chair Andrew Hansen called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.
Roll Call
Chair
Past-Chair
Director
Vice Chair
Vice Chair-elect
1st Yr. Trustee
1st Yr. Trustee
1st Yr. Trustee
2nd Yr. Trustee
2nd Yr. Trustee
2nd Yr. Trustee
Secretary/Treasurer
Section Manager

Present
Andrew Hansen

Absent
Phillip Cooper

Steve Randtke
Durward Johnson
Katie Miller
Kurt Bookout
Jim Jackson
Steve Nirschl
William Carr
John Gilroy
Michelle Wirth
Terryl Pajor
Hank Corcoran Boyer

Committee chairs and visitors: Tonya Bronlewee, Customer
Service/Community Relations; Nicholas Willis, OTC; Dan Defore, Operator
Meritorious Award; and Tony O’Malley, Water For People.
Section Manager Hank Corcoran Boyer presented the minutes of the March 6,
2020 meeting. Vice Chair Durward Johnson made a motion to approve, 2nd. Yr.
Trustee William Carr seconded. Motion carried.
Secretary/Treasurer Terryl Pajor presented the treasurers report of June 5,
2020: Intrust Bank account $84,358.19; Intrust CD 004 $37,120.09; Intrust CD
006 $32,910.64; and Intrust CD 395 $20,000.00 for a total of $174,388.92.
There was discussion regarding expenses for the remaining of 2020. It was
suggested possibly increasing our scholarships for 2020 and Water for People
do something online to raise funds for WFP. After discussion Director Steve
Randtke made a motion to file the treasurers report for audit.
Director Steve Randtke presented the following report:
At the time of my last report to the KsAWWA Board of Directors (March 6), the coronavirus
pandemic was just getting underway. Since then, it has been the single most important

driver of the agendas of both AWWA and KsAWWA. The most noteworthy action to date by
AWWA, in consultation with its Board of Directors during a special meeting held on April 9,
was to cancel ACE20. The decision was difficult emotionally, but rather straightforward in
light of AWWA’s core principles. As stated in a letter by AWWA President Jim Williams to all
AWWA members:
“Protecting public health is AWWA’s first core principle. With the coronavirus
pandemic still unfolding, leading health authorities are asking people to avoid travel
and to practice social distancing. It’s uncertain when these guidelines might change.
With the conference less than 10 weeks away, it is hard to imagine a scenario in
which we could move forward [and hold ACE20] with full confidence. …
One of the hallmarks of ACE is the tradition of sharing knowledge and best practices
that advance our sector’s critical work. The face-to-face conversations that occur
following professional sessions, the chance encounters on the exhibit floor, the
moments of fellowship at social events – these irreplaceable personal interactions
lead to real-world solutions.
Still, AWWA remains laser-focused on its mission to provide solutions to effectively
manage water. We are evaluating exciting options to allow members to share their
knowledge in new and innovative ways. We will be sending details on that in the
weeks ahead. And we are already looking forward to ACE21 in San Diego. As the
ACE20 theme suggests, the future is bright.”
Many other events at both Association and Section levels have been cancelled, postponed, or
converted to an online (virtual) format, including 29 of 43 Section Annual Conferences as of
May 21. This year’s Summer Workshop was cancelled last week, but will be replaced with 3
webinars in July, and a more comprehensive (“360 degree”) Summer Workshop is scheduled
to be held in 2021 and every 3-5 years thereafter. This year’s DC Fly-In was also cancelled.
In response to the pandemic, AWWA has provided much leadership and support to the water
sector in a variety of ways:
•

•

•

AWWA has offered educational webinars and access to publications on topics such as
risks to consumers (negligible for properly disinfected drinking water); risks to plant
operations (potentially disastrous if there’s an outbreak among the operators) and
ways to manage such risks; how to communicate with the public; research needs and
updates; and how to properly re-open buildings when the water pipes are full of
stagnant water.
AWWA has communicated in many different ways, including social media and news
releases, with its members, the public, and various agencies and organizations, to
share accurate information and sound advice about COVID-19 and the safety and
importance of drinking water supplies.
AWWA has provided an abundance of information and assistance to sections
regarding such things as resources and guidance for holding virtual meetings, event
cancelations, compliance with bylaws, virtual award presentations, and holding

elections; updates on the status of upcoming events; and frequent informational
webinars for section leaders.
•

AWWA and the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies released a report
assessing the pandemic’s financial impacts on water utilities ($32.7B in reduced
economic activity and a $5B reduction in capital spending), and brought these
impacts to the attention of congress, along with requests to consider the water
sector in relief bills and stimulus legislation being considered by Congress.

•

AWWA reminded various state and federal government agencies involved in
emergency response and preparedness of the need to consider water utility
employees are “essential” employees, since safe drinking water is essential.

•

AWWA joined the Water Environment Federation in sending a letter to all state
water program administrators encouraging them to be flexible and creative in
managing their operator training and certification programs since traditional
programs involving large, packed classrooms for lectures and testing violate current
guidelines for social distancing.

•

Representatives of AWWA and other organizations joined a workgroup to advise the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) regarding water-sector personal
protective equipment (PPE) uses and needs. Upon receipt of the information, FEMA
immediately offered shipment of reusable cloth masks to water and wastewater
utilities, and planned to send out approximately 7 million masks directly to critical
infrastructure sectors (including the water sector) and states.

As an employer, AWWA promptly encouraged employees to work from home and practice
social distancing, and more recently AWWA developed guidelines and implemented
operational changes to its buildings in anticipation of re-opening its offices in Denver and
Washington, DC (partially on June 10 and fully on Sept. 8). As an organization, AWWA
reviewed and updated its business and financial plans. The Association’s goals remain
unchanged, and though some actions and events had to be postponed or altered, many are
still on track and some were accelerated. The Association remains very strong financially,
with relatively large reserves and with pandemic-associated income losses expected to be
largely offset by reduced travel and other conference-related expenses.
Last week AWWA announced that, due to cancellation of ACE20, it will not hold People’s
Choice and “Best of the Best” Taste Tests this year. Understanding that some Sections held
Fall 2019 or Spring 2020 competitions and may have determined Taste Test winners at
those, AWWA is leaving it up to each Section to determine which winner will compete at
ACE21. Since KsAWWA cancelled this year’s Joint Conference, the winner of our 2019 contest
should represent us ACE21 unless our Section decides to hold another contest prior to ACE21.
AWWA Statement on the George Floyd Tragedy and Protests
AWWA partnered with the Minnesota Section to craft a message that has been posted to
AWWA’s web and social media sites. It states:

“On behalf of the Minnesota AWWA Board, our Diversity and Membership Inclusion
Committee, and all of the American Water Works Association (AWWA), we want to
acknowledge the tragedy of George Floyd’s death and the protests that have been
happening all over Minnesota and throughout our communities. We realize this is a
significant event in Minnesota, throughout North America and beyond, and this
injustice affects us all deeply. AWWA is committed to public health, safety and
welfare, and these core principles extend beyond just drinking water and to the
health and wellbeing of the communities we serve. We know many of our members
are tired and anxious in this time of compounded crisis, and we offer our support and
compassion to you. AWWA is committed to engaging our workforce to promote
principles of diversity and inclusion to better reflect the communities we serve. We
welcome your thoughts on what we can do together to help heal division and work
toward a more just society, in the water profession and in our communities. Take
care and stay safe.”
Other Business
Much of AWWA’s business has continued largely unaffected by the pandemic (thanks to
great leadership and a talented and well organized staff!). Many of the Association’s more
newsworthy activities in recent months were, as usual, related to proposed legislation and
regulations.
AWWA’s DC office recently published a comprehensive regulatory update detailing current
federal activities affecting the drinking water community, plus insights on anticipated policy
changes, highlights of major legislation recently passed or in development, and recently
proposed drinking water regulatory determinations.
AWWA submitted comments on EPA’s preliminary positive determinations for perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), which included consideration
of other per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). AWWA also provided comments on the
agency’s supplemental proposal for the Significant New Use Rule for long-chain
perfluoroalkyl carboxylate and perfluoroalkyl sulfonate chemical substances. AWWA’s
recommendations included moving forward to develop standards for PFOA and PFOS
expeditiously, but not without undertaking the analyses required to ensure the resulting
regulations are sound. AWWA’s comments on PFAS were part of a bigger package of
comments on EPA’s preliminary regulatory determinations for its fourth drinking water
contaminant candidate list. Two days ago, on June 3, AWWA joined eight other water
organizations in submitting a letter to EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler with a short list of
recommendations these associations believe EPA should adhere to as it takes steps to ensure
drinking water is safe from harmful PFAS.
Earlier this year both AWWA and KsAWWA submitting comments to EPA regarding the
proposed revisions to the lead and copper rule (LCR). AWWA continues to monitor
developments carefully and, when the final rule is promulgated, to help communicate the
details and guidance for compliance to the drinking water community. Water utilities in

areas with few lead problems in their distribution systems may still need to help local schools
and other entities in their service areas comply with the new requirements.
AWWA continues to be very active in supporting source water protection by advocating
federal funding and by encouraging and supporting efforts by water utilities to take
advantage of funding opportunities. In March the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) announced a new Alternative Funding Arrangement (AFA) option within the Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), making $50 million in funding available for NRCS
to run up to 15 projects per year, ranging in size from $250,000 to $10M. Since then, AWWA
has provided resources on how to work with NRCS, information about the conservation
programs, and assistance to water utilities in developing applications. Applications for the
current funding cycle were due May 17.
In May, the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approved and sent two
bills dealing with water infrastructure to the full Senate. AWWA commented on the first
one, S. 3590, the Drinking Water Infrastructure Act of 2020, which would make changes to
the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund program, advance lead reduction, and create small
grant programs for resiliency and infrastructure-related activities. The second one, S. 3591,
America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2020, includes an administrative fix to the Water
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program, one that AWWA is actively
seeking and offered legislative language to address, since no future WIFIA funds can be
released until the problem is fixed. The senate committee subsequently came up with its
own language for the fix.
Closing Comments
As an AWWA VP-elect, I recently attended two virtual meetings: AWWA’s Official
Representative Orientation for new officers, held in March; and the spring meeting of
AWWA’s Executive Committee, held in April, which I attended as a guest, since I will not
officially take office until July 1. Next week I plan to attend the June meetings of the AWWA
Executive Committee and AWWA’s Board of Directors.
As always, please do not hesitate to share with me your opinions, suggestions, questions,
and concerns, or to contact me for additional information regarding any matter relevant to
AWWA or KsAWWA.
Chair Hansen reported he had spent a lot of time dealing with COVID 19 issues including
AWWA cancelling the Annual Convention and KWEA/KsAWWA cancelling their joint
conference for 2020. He had also sat in on several Diversity calls with AWWA. He
questioned if KsAWWA was going to send their 2020 ACE contestants to ACE21 in San
Diego?
Section Manager Hank Corcoran Boyer reported she had cancelled all the venue contracts
for the 2020 joint conference and cancelled Helgersen’s and Presentation Solutions
contracts. She had contacted and cancelled the exhibitors – she asked the exhibitors to
leave their registrations money with the joint conference for next year’s conference and of
the 24 registered exhibitors only 5 had asked for reimbursement. Rather than reimbursing

them on their credit cards checks would be issued to save on credit card handling fees. We
will recognize those exhibitors that left their money for next year on both associations
websites as well as the joint conference website.
She announced the George Warren Fuller recipient for 2020 had been selected and would
be recognized at the KsAWWA annual virtual meeting on September 2, 2020. She also said
AWWA was going to have two separate GWF breakfasts at the ACE21 Convention in San
Diego one to recognize 2020 recipients and one to recognize 2019 recipients.
She said she and Tina Leitzel had visited about updating the KsAWWA website in the coming
months as it had been 5 years since we had originally built the current website.
She said she was looking at several different ways to recognize the 2020 Operator
Meritorious, scholarship recipients, George Warren Fuller awardee, and other awards on
the website once the annual meeting was over.
She reminded the Water For People committee if they decided to do something virtual to
obtain funds for WFP to be sure and put it on the KsAWWA website and the KsAWWA
Facebook page.
Committee Reports:
Tonya Bronlewee, Customer Service reported they still had plenty of AWWA swag for use if
anyone was needing some for an event. She reported she would have a committee meeting
to obtain ideas and suggestions for other things they could be doing during this time of
cancellations due to COVID 19.
Nicholas Willis, OTC reported the committee had been excited because the OTC was going
to have a full day of sessions at the annual joint conference but since the conference had
been cancelled he and Vice Chair-elect Katie Miller had worked on and online pilot training
program with KDHE through EFC.
Brad Ebinger NE OTC Chair reported the NE sub-committee had cancelled some workshops
because of COVID 19 and is waiting to hear from KDHE on how online training might work.
The Western Kansas workshop is set for October 28 and 29, 2020 location TBD. They have
also set their Advanced Operator Workshop in Lawrence, KS for February 9 and 10, 2021,
Eudora, Ks. Distribution and Water Operator Workshop has been set for April 20 and 21,
2021 and the WaterOne workshop in Lenexa, Ks. has been set for April 20 and 21, 2021.
Vice Chair-elect Katie Miller reported for the WARN committee and said Kansas through
the assistance of EPA and FEMA had obtained face masks to be dispersed to the Kansas
utilities. She said they had dispersed 13,000 to date and still had about 57,000 more in their
office to disperse.
2nd Yr. Trustee John Gilroy reported the Research Committee had not met. Chair Hansen
encouraged them to meet before the year was over.

Dan Defore chair of the Operator Meritorious committee reported he had not received any
applicants as of the meeting.
Chair Hansen reported for Jacob Schultze Scholarship Chair. He reported they had received
3 applicants and applications close July 1, 2020. No One AWWA Operator applications have
been received. Those applications close in December 2020.
2nd Yr. Trustee Michelle Wirth reported for the following report for Darci Meese Water
Utility Council chair:
1. AWWA has been keeping us abreast of development in COVID Recovery bills in D.C.
and we’ve supported through letters to the delegation requesting relief for water and
wastewater utilities due to costs from reduced revenue; non-collections and halting
turn-offs; expenses related to workforce protection—such as additional vehicles;
protective gear; cleaning supplies.
2. WaterOne did conference calls/zooms with the delegation. This was not replacement
for the AWWA Fly-In. The good news is that Elected Officials were open to this format
and we should consider it more in the future.
3. MO River Degradation with the Corps Update - Dredging Permit Applications Public
Comment period for Missouri River had a deadline during this timeframe. The Corp
did do an Online Meeting and Q/A after it was requested by WaterOne. It was a little
clunky but did get done. They were not willing to extend the deadline further due to
their processes. If public comment periods happen during this timeframe on Corp
Projects/Permits, utilities may want to ask for a virtual or in person public process or
meeting to assist with getting public involvement.
Old Business:
Stretch Goals:
Vice Chair-elect Katie Miller reported that her stretch goal was to get out the Face Masks to
the utilities throughout the State of Kansas in a timely manner for everyone who needed
them.
Cloud Storage status:
Section Manager Corcoran Boyer said she had not done anything with this since the last
meeting because of all the COVID 19 issues that had to be addressed. However, it was
agreed at the last meeting we would use the Free Google Storage and Corcoran Boyer said
she would work on that and have it up before the August meeting.
Black Sky Event:
2nd Yr. Trustee Michelle Wirth said it had not been re-scheduled.

New Business:
Chair Hansen presented the nominating committee to the board for approval – those
included on the committee include Chair Andrew Hansen, Vice chair Durward Johnson, 1st
Yr. Trustee Kurt Bookout and member at large Marc Pedrotti.
2nd Yr. Trustee Michelle Wirth made a motion to approve this committee. 2nd Yr. Trustee
William Carr seconded. Motion carried.
Annual Meeting:
A discussion followed regarding the annual meeting which will be held virtually on Tuesday,
September 2, 2020. The agenda for this meeting was discussed; whether we would have a
presentation from an AWWA representative; which awards would be recognized; voting for
new Board members and the passing of the gavel. The platform for the meeting was
established as Zoom and the time of the meeting was established to be from 10 a.m. until
11:30 a.m.
Section Manager Corcoran Boyer will send out the notice of the meeting and the official
ballot for the election 30 days prior to September 2 and the invitation to attend the Zoom
meeting would be sent out later – approximately 2 weeks to 10 days prior to the meeting.
Complimentary Operator AWWA memberships:
It was decided to continue with the complimentary Operator AWWA Memberships that OTC
had started a couple of years ago even though there had been no trainings recently because
of COVID 19 there were several memberships that the Board agreed needed to be
submitted. Names of those individuals will be submitted for membership.
Online Operator Training:
2nd Yr. Trustee John Gilroy reported he had prepared a Pilot Training agenda to submit to
KDHE. After reviewing the proposal, the Board unanimously agreed this should be
submitted to KDHE for review and approval. (See documents submitted attached to these
minutes.)
Action items:
Chair Hansen is requesting the committee liaisons to check with their respective
committees and give a final report at the August Board meeting.
Section Manager Corcoran Boyer prepared and send out the minutes of the May 15, 2020
Special Meeting that cancelled the Annual Joint Conference for 2020.
Chair Hansen and Section Manager Corcoran Boyer finalize the agenda for the annual
meeting by August 14, 2020.

Chair Hansen schedule and hold the Nominations meeting for the new Board for 2020-2021.
2nd Yr. Trustee John Gilroy submit the Pilot program to KDHE.
Section Manager Corcoran Boyer complete the Google Online storage for KsAWWA.
Meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.
Hank Corcoran Boyer
Section Manager

